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to comply. He accordingly wrote to the Emperor in the sense demanded
by Nadir Shah. On receiving this letter, Muhammad Shah, despite the
remonstrances of some of his nobles, who advised a further appeal to
arms,1 proceeded to the Persian camp on the 26th Dhu'l-Qa'da (jth
March), accompanied by a retinue of 2,000 persons.2
Though Nadir outwardly treated the Emperor with respect and ordered.
'Abdu'1-Baqi Khan to attend to his wants,3 Muhammad Shah was, in
reality, a prisoner,4 as were also the nobles in his entourage. After the
Emperor's arrival, Qizilbash troops were sent to his camp who seized
all the artillery and arrested those of the leaders and nobles who were still
there.5 The Indian rank and file were then informed that they were at
liberty to remain at Karnal or to proceed to Delhi or to their homes.6
Bereft of all their leaders, and weakened by famine, the Indian soldiers
endeavoured as best they could to escape to their homes, but large numbers
were killed en route by roving bodies of Qizilbash cavalry and by robber
bands, as well as by the peasantry.7
On the ist Dhu'I-Hijja (i2th March) the Shah and the Emperor
left Karnal for Delhi, Muhammad Shah keeping a ass (approximately
two miles) behind Nadir.8
Previous to his departure, Nadir had dispatched in advance Sa'adat
Khan, whom he had appointed W&WlMuila^ ("Deputy of the
Absolute ") of India, and Tahmasp Khan Jalayir, with an escort of 4,000
cavalry. They bore with them a royal order (shiqqa) from the Emperor
to the Governor Lutfullah Khan for the handing over to Tahmasp Khan
of the keys of the city, and also an edict (raqam) from Nadir confirming
Lutfullah Khan in his position.9
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